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THE AEDICULE THROUGHOUT THE AGES
FROM CRUCIFIXION & RESURRECTION TO THE CONTEMPORARY RESTORATION

A STRUCTURE FULL OF LIFE

According to the 
Gospels, the place 
of Crucifixion and 

the Tomb of Christ 
were situated 

outside the city wall

200 m

After Stern ed. 1993, ii, maps on 
pp. 718, 758, and 769, with 
modifications. (Drawn by Steven 
Ashley), Biddle, 1999 Fig. 60

G

2017

Holy Aedicule 
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project

3D Model of the Holy Aediculeafter the 
2017 NTUA restoration
(Prof. A. GeorgopoulosNTUA)



EARLY 1st CENTURY
THE ABANDONDED QUARRY 

OUTSIDE THE OLD WALLS OF JERUSALEM

Corbo, V. 1981/1982, Il Santo 
Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, I-III, 
Jerusalem, Pl. 67

HOLY SEPULCHRE

GOLGOTHA / CALVARY

After the quarry was abandoned, it was partially filled with soil and became 
a garden(the garden mentioned in the Gospels), and several tombshave 
been discovered cut in the walls of the quarry

Vincent, L.,-H. & Abel, F.-M. 
Jerusalem: Recherchesde 

topographie, ŘΩarcheologieet 
ŘΩƘƛǎǘƻƛǊŜΣ ±ƻƭ LLΦ JerusalemNouvelle, 

Paris 1914-1926



Akeldama Tombs complex, G. Avni, Z. Greenhut. Ch. 1 Architecture, 
burial customs and chronology. In: The Akeldama Tombs. IAA Reports, 
pp. 1-41 (1996) [Plan 1.1)

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26693753

E. Klein, N. Sapir, G. Goldenberg 
and A. Wiegmann. Jerusalem, 

Akeldama: Final Report. 
HadashotArkheologiyot: 

Excavations and Surveys in 
Israel, Publ. IAA, Vol. 129 (2017)

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26693753


Corbo, V. 1981/1982, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, I-III, Jerusalem, Pl. 68

Cross-section: R. SabelliάwƻƳŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
to the hill of Garebƛƴ άAeliaCapitolinaέΣ 
RestauroArcaelogico, Firenze University 

Press, 1.201588-111

Hadrian Temple

EAST

Podium

Basilica of Constantine

Rotunda (Constantinean) 

HOLY SEPULCHERCALVARY

+0,00m (754,18 asl)

+10,40m

+4,80m

Corbo
excavations

pre-Constantinean
underground vault

[HYPOTHESIS: Sabelli, R., 2015]

National Technical 
University of Athens. 

Rehabilitation Project 
2016-2017

HADRIAN ERA 
PERIOD OF AELIA CAPITOLINA

TEMPLE OF APHRODITE

The Templewas built on a raised platform (podium): 
THE TOMB WAS COVERED BY THE EARTH FILL, 

ΧΦ¢I¦{ [9C¢ Lb¢!/¢ όΚύ



335AD 
ERA OF CONSTANTINE THE GREAT & SAINT HELENA

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE

The Church complex, consecrated 
on 13 Sept. 335, consisted of: 
a) the eastern atrium, 
b) a large basilica-type church 

(Martyrium), 
c) An enclosed colonnaded atrium 

(Triportico) which included at 
its SE corner the site of 
Golgotha

d) the Rotunda(Anastasis) which 
at the centre included the Holy 
Aedicule that contained the 
Holy Tomb, 

e) The Patriarchate

EASTERN 
ATRIUMBASILICA 

(MARTYRIUM)

ENCLOSED 
COLONNADED 
ATRIUM
(TRIPORTICO)

ANASTASIS
(ROTUNDA)

PATRIARCHATE
Corbo, V. 1981/1982, Il Santo Sepolcro 
di Gerusalemme, I-III, Jerusalem, Pl. 3

HOLY SEPULCHRE GOLGOTHA

Model of the ConstantineanChurch Complex, 
The Tower of David, Museum of the History of Jerusalem



Late 6th - early 7th c.

[HYPOTHESIS: Biddle, M.: The Tomb of Christ. Gloucestershire England, Sutton (1999), p. 68, Fig. 64]

ÅWas it COMPLETELY MONOLITHIC? 
Including a conical (?) wh/Y whhCΧΦ

ÅWas it POLYGONAL? (8 OR 12 SIDES)

The removal of rock material from the surrounding 
rock-hill, left the Holy Sepulchrein the form of a 
relatively simple polygonal/circular mausoleum 

early 7th c.

Medallion, Wurttembergisches
Landesmuseum, Stuttgart, Inv. nr. 1981-165

Painted wooden casket lid, BibliotecaApostolica
Vaticana, MuseoSacra, Inv. nr. 1883 A-8

ϭ Theo Mitropoulos

[A1 & B1 HYPOTHESIS: Lampropoulos, K.C., Moropoulou, A., 2018]
Corbo, V. 1981/1982, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, I-III, Jerusalem, 
A: Pl. 67; B: Pl. 3

or



Vincent, L.,-H. & Abel, F.-M. Jerusalem: 
Recherchesde topographie, ŘΩarcheologie
Ŝǘ ŘΩƘƛǎǘƻƛǊŜΣ ±ƻƭ LLΦ JerusalemNouvelle, 
Paris 1914-1926

335AD - 1009AD 
THE PERSIAN CONQUEST AND THE RESTORATION OF MODESTUS

DESTRUCTION (?) & REPAIRS ON THE CONSTANTINEAN AEDICULE
The Holy Aedicule 

(326 AD) 

(614AD) after its 
partial destruction 

by the Persians

8th c. AD. The 
rehabilitation of the 
core of the Aedicule 

by Patriarch 
Modestos

ϭ Theo Mitropoulos ϭ Theo Mitropoulos ϭ Theo Mitropoulos

H y p o t h e s i s  o f  a  p a r t i a l  
e a s t- w e s t  a x i s  d e s t r u c t i o n

Moropoulou, A., Zacharias, N., Delegou, E. T., Apostolopoulou, M., Palamara, E., & Kolaiti, A. 
(2018). OSL mortar dating to elucidate the construction history of the Tomb Chamber of the 
Holy Aedicule of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. J. Archaeol. Sci.: Reports, 19, 80-91.

345AD ҕ230

ARCHAEOMETRIC RESULTS 
stemming ALL HISTORIC PERIODS 
from the Constantineanera to 
Byzantine, Crusaders, Renaissance 
& Komnenosrestoration eras

During the Persian Conquest 
of Jerusalem in 614 CE the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre
was damaged (e.g. Rotunda 
roof burnt).

In 622, a decree by Khosrau II, 
allowed the rebuilding of the 
church, which was entrusted 
to Modestus, abbot of St. 
¢ƘŜƻŘƻǎƛǳǎΩ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
subsequently Patriarch of 
Jerusalem: 
Reinforced the structures and 
replaced the wooden roofs 
consumed in fire.

According to Biddle: 
ά ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘǳǎ NO NEED TO ASSUME A CHANGE IN THE BASIC SHAPE OF THE EDICULE between 
the late seventh and the late ninth centuries, and no need to suppose that the form of the Edicule 
ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мллфέ



1009AD 
DESTRUCTION BY FATIMID CALIPH AL-Ṝ'YLa .L-AMR ALLAH

11th CENTURY CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE

The ConstantineanBasilica was destroyed by the Fatimid Caliph al-ṜņƪƛƳbi-Amr Allah in 1009

There is limited information regarding the extent of damage to the Aedicule, it is often referred as significant, but recent 
findings indicate contradicting evidenceΧΦ

(e.g. remnants of Constantineanphase within the Tomb Chamber)

Corbo, V. 1981/1982, Il Santo Sepolcro di 
Gerusalemme, I-III, Jerusalem, Pl. 4

Plan (ground floor) of the 11th c. 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre

The Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre: 

Reconstruction of the 
structure rebuilt in the 

eleventh century: 
/ƻǸŀǎƴƻƴ1974, Pl. 

XXV



1014AD 
REPAIR (?) WORKS BY AL-Ṝ'YLaΩǎ ah¢I9w a!wL!

REPAIRING THE HOLY AEDICULE

In 1014, five years after the 
destruction of the church al-ṜņƪƛƳΩǎ
mother Maria, a Christianwhose 
brother Orestes had been Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, began 'to rebuild with 
well-dressed squared stones the 
Temple of Christ destroyed by her 
son's order' (reedificareChristi 
templum, iussueiusfilii euersum, 
politiset quadrislapidibus). Glaber, 
History, 3.25

BUT WHAT DID AL-Ṝ'YLaΩ{ 
MOTHER MARIA REBUILD?...

335ADҕ235

345AD ҕ230

11th

cent.???



1037AD 
THE BYZANTINE AEDICULE

REBUILDING THE HOLY AEDICULE

Some time before 1106, most 
possibly during the reigns of either 
Michael IV Paphlagonian(1037-41) 
or Constantine Monomachos(1042-
55), the Church was rebuilt

The HOLY AEDICULE WAS 
REBUILT as verified by the 
archaeometricresults from 
mortar samples taken from 
the masonry area at the 
entrance of the Tomb 
Chamber, which are dated as 
1040ҕ40. 

ÅThe AEDICULE ceased to be a monolith with a tomb hewn into it, and 
becameA STRUCTUREof which UPPER, EAST AND WESTERN PARTSwere 
henceforth BUILT.

ENCLOSED EASTERN 
COMPARTMENT (now the 
Chapel of the Angel), with 3 
doors, fully integrated with 
the POLYGONAL WESTERN 
STRUCTURE 

CUPOLA CARRIED ON PILLARS 
and set on top of the western 
structure, over the burial 
chamber

CHAPEL ATTACHED 
TO THE WEST END 

of the Aedicule 
(now the Coptic 

Chapel)

HYPOTHESIS:
Biddle, M.: The Tomb of Christ. 

Gloucestershire England, 
Sutton (1999), p. 68, Fig. 64



1149AD 
THE AEDICULE OF THE CRUSADERS

12th CENTURY AEDICULE MODIFICATIONS

Corbo, V. 1981/1982, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, I-III, Jerusalem, Pl. 6

Plan (ground floor) of the 12th c. Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre

Jerusalem was conquered by the Crusaders in 1099. The Church was rebuilt in 
Romanesque style bringing together, for the first time, the Holy Sepulchre, the 
Rock of Golgotha, the Chorus Dominorum, and various chapels under one roof. 
The structure was inaugurated on the 50th anniversary of the Crusader conquest, 
July 15, 1149  

HYPOTHESIS:
Biddle, M.: The Tomb of Christ. 

Gloucestershire England, 
Sutton (1999), p. 68, Fig. 64



ÅDID BONIFACIO MODIFY 
SIGNIFICANTLY THE HOLY 
AEDICULE?
ÅIf yes, why are there 

remnants of the previous 
construction phases?

A comparative study of the mortar 
remnant sample taken from 

beneath the orange hued plate with 
other samples enhances the historic 

representations estimating the 
provenance of the upper plate in the 

period between the sack of 
Jerusalem by the Khwarazmian

Turks (1244) & .ƻƴƛŦŀŎƛƻΩǎ
restoration period (1555)

The mortar sample from the 
north-west area of the Tomb, 

bearing red mosaics was dated 
to the Bonifaciorestoration 

period 345AD ҕ230

Michael IV Paphlagonianor 
Constantine Monomachos
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ κ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǊǎΩ 
interventions

1560AD ҕ70

1244-1555

335AD ҕ235

1570AD ҕ68

Moropoulou, A., Zacharias, N., 
Delegou, E. T., Apostolopoulou, M., 
Palamara, E., & Kolaiti, A. (2018). OSL 
mortar dating to elucidate the 
construction history of the Tomb 
Chamber of the Holy Aedicule of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Journal 
of Archaeological Science: Reports, 
19, 80-91.

1040AD ҕ150

1555AD 
THE BONIFACIO RESTORATION

THE RENAISSANCE AEDICULE

Boniface of Ragusa was 
appointed Custos of the 
Holy Land in 1551 

He opened the Tomb on 
27 August 1555





1810AD
THE REBUILT AEDICULE OF KALFAS KOMNENOS

THE CONTEMPORARY HOLY AEDICULE

Serious damage was caused in 1808, when an 
accidental fire became uncontrolled and caused the 
dome of the Rotunda to collapse over the Aedicule. 

After a special edict (firman) was obtained by the Greeks from the 
{ǳƭǘŀƴ aŀƘƳǳŘ LLΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ άKalfasέ Komnenosrebuilt 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchreand the Holy Aedicule. 

Komnenosrebuilt the Aedicule in the contemporary 
Ottoman Baroque style, effectively embedding the 
remaining core of the Tomb chamber within the new, 
larger, Aedicule structure. The restored Church was 
inaugurated on 13th September 1810
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Longitudinal section Transverse section (Chapel of the Angel)

TOMB 
CHAMBER

ONION DOME

LARGER CHAPEL 
OF THE ANGEL 

Plan of the Holy Aedicule

Plans (2003) by 
Prof.G. Lavas (NKUA), 
Prof.D.D. Mpalodimos(NTUA)

MYRRHBEARERS 
WALL PAINTING

INTERNAL STAIRCASES

LACK OF 
QUARTER-
SPHERICAL 
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LARGER 
STRUCTURE

DOME 
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OF THE ANGEL 

DOME 
TOMB CHAMBER

TWO OPENINGS FOR 
TRANSMITTANCE OF LIGHT

Painting (1898) 
9ǳƎŝƴŜAlexis Girardet



Thus, with all this largely 
unknown history and 

contradicting information 
regarding the structural 

evolution of the Holy 
Aedicule, how do we 
proceed with its non-

destructive prospection?


